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anything cow, gold, land. clothes etc will also earn great merit"
said Vasishtha to'Sankha.

One thousand years passed by.  Valakhilya and many
Siddhas arrived at the holy hill. They bathed in the Pushkarini
and offered worship to  Sreenivasa. Gandharvas and Apsaras
did their job of singing and dancing. One day Agastya and some
other sages also arrived on Venkatachala. All had holy dips in
the several teerthas and worshiped the Supreme Being at many
sacred spots. However, Agastya was not able to have the vision
of the Supreme. He was so sorry, and roamed about for one
hundred years. After sometime Brihaspati and Sukra also came to
Sankha who was engaged in penance. Agastya saw Sankha. Both
exchanged greetings and sang the glory of Govinda. Two days and
night elapsed. On the third night  Agastya  and Sankha had
dreams. Lord Narayana, the Supreme, appeared before them, in
the dreams. The king and ^astya woke up and bathed in the
Pushkarini. A bird led them to the spot where they worshipped
Lord Janadarna. Both chanted the eight syllabled mantra addre-
ssed to Narayana. Then a wonderful light appeared in front of
them.  It was as if billions of sons, moons,  and fires,  all
in one, sprang up*  Everyone wodered. All beheld Lord  Sree-
hari, with his kowsthubha jewel and his consort on his chest.
They prostrated themselves before the Supreme Being. Hearing
the dreadful sound of Srihari^s conch, all celestial beings and
sages rushed to this scene on their vehicles. Garuda and Vish-
vaksena also arrived in haste. There was a heavy downpour of
flowers from heaven. Divine damsels danced. All prostrated
before the Lord. Brahma and gods praised the Lord and expressed
their inability to withstand the divine splendour and light any
longer. Sri Hari was pleased with   their prayer. He immedia-
tely assumed a quiet from and appeared with a tranquil face^ on